Lapshina A.
Ways of reading: an analysis of the konungstekja rutual from «The book of the hird» of Magnus the Law Mender (1263-1280)
The problems of the “translation” and the intercultural communication concern not only the translation from one natural language to another, but also the interactions between more complex systems of the signs, in particular the different symbolic systems describing the relationships of power and submission. The paper focuses on the analytical commentary of the rite named “konungstekja” — “election of a king” (Old Norse, literally  “taking of a king”), which was described in 5th chapter of so called “The book of the hird” (“The taking of the king and the formula for the king’s oath are described here”) [1, S. 395-396; 2, P. 10-13]. 
“The book of the hird” (Hirðskrá) is the Old Norse law book compiled in 70-s of the 20th century at the order of King Magnus VI (r. 1263-1280). The text may include an older lost version of the code (created at the turn of the 12th and 13th) [3, P. 205-206]. Essentially, the code regulates the service of the “king's men”, but it also deals with some questions, concerning the king himself (such as the inheritance categories, for example). 
     It was stated [e.g. 4, P. 33], that in Norway in 12-13th centuries two ways of royal inauguration had been in conflict: the acclamation of a king during the þings (the regional assemblies) and the crowning and anointment of a king by the Church (the last was introduced in 1163, but not abolished the “traditional” konungstekja). The 5th chapter of  “The book of the hird” presents the first written regulation of the konungstekja [4, P. 36]. The source is rather late and the described ritual contains some elements of the ecclesiastical coronation: the mass, the prayers, the episcopal blessing; also rite took place “on a holy day or a sunday” (“at haltiðis dæghi eða a drotens dæghi”). It may be interesting to compare the report of konungstekja with the examples from England and Latin Europe [5; 6; 7].    
In the description of konungstekja there is no mention of the royal insignia, but there is some kind of the enthronement: “The prospective king shall sit on the steps down in front of the highest high-seat (hasæti) … At the completion of all this the bishops and land-holders, hird-leaders and lawmen shall arise and list the king up into his hight-seat”. On the one hand, it is possible, that the placing of the candidate upon the stone or the highseat was the only ritual action accomplished during the Viking Age inaugurations [E. Vestergaard, 6, P. 121]. The example can be found in the “Saga of Harald Fairhair” [8, С. 57]. On the other hand, one may search for the analogical actions outside Scandinavia.
In the paper will be also discussed other special features of the rite (in particular the usage of the liturgical texts and prayers, the roles of the participants, the text of the king’s oath and the structure of the ritual space).
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