Cenk Ozdag
A Possible Way to Construct an ‘Ideology” Compatible with Objectivity
The gap between ideologies (or, conceptual frameworks) and objectivity is studied by various philosophers. Yet, the reasons for such a gap have not been stated in an ideology-proof discourse, implying the difficulty of such a project. If conceptual frameworks would be in question, Hegel’s critique of “self-certainty” in his masterpiece Phenomenology of Mind can provide a fruitful ground to find these reasons, which in turn may be the way through which one can find a new kind of ‘ideological’ discourse that enables to construct a framework that can be employed both for the analysis of reality and for that of the relation between ideologies and objectivity.

In order to make such a move, in this paper, I will appeal to Searle’s social ontology and interpret Marxian discourse through the framework of formal ontology, advocated by Barry Smith. In doing that, I will focus on the rational kernel beneath the mystical shell of Badiou’s event ontology. Following this reasoning, a revolutionary analysis of the liberal tendency to construct a secure room for political science will be exposed. This analysis, in turn, will appear as a rational tool that can be used in order to draw a critical line between Marx’s and Lenin’s understandings of the concept of ideology. 

This new kind of ‘ideological’ discourse has three ontological commitments: First, objectivity is more than factuality (and/or actuality); second, revolutionary (or, political, in general) praxis is already part of objectivity; and third, political discourse is a part of objectivity though not by its own terms but by its implications that are objectified in political struggle.   
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