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Reviewing as an Instrument of Academic Reflection: Journal of the Ministry of National Education in the period of ‘Great Reforms’

This presentation focuses on the evaluation criteria used in The Journal of Ministry of National Education’s reviews in 1860—1870s. In the time of ‘Great Reforms’ it was a leading platform for sharing ideas and working out the principles of academic evaluation, especially in humanities (philosophy, history, and philology). The journal was founded by the government to develop the quality of scientific work and to rise the level of its competitiveness across European countries. When reviewing monographs and dissertations, Russian professors determined firm professional standards in assessing the academic work. This presentation intends to reveal these standards and to find out their function in developing Russian science in the period of Alexander II. 
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