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The Language of Critical Theory
Critical theory is one of the important intellectual traditions of the twentieth century, and has been influential in its unorthodox ways in various fields. It has been applied in different disciplines ranging from language (critical language studies
) to law (critical legal studies
) and others. In fact, there is no one critical theory, but rather a number of theories, which often conflict with each other.
 However, in our view, one of the uniting elements of the theory through time has been the very specific language and vocabulary.
Critical theories, not being unified into a one straightforward theory, apart from the common way of inquiry, has developed a language of its own with its distinct terminology. Historically, after being initiated by a group of German philosophers and the Frankfurt school,
 critical theory spread to a number of unrelated fields borrowing various concepts on the way, reinterpreting and reimagining them where necessary. Therefore, the language of critical theory draws from multiple sources into one language to be further applied to new fields.
Thus, one of the central concepts is narrative, which (as narratology as well) has its roots in structuralism. Related terminology was drawn much from linguistic theory. However, narrative is not understood as, e.g. a story found in a novel or, even, other forms of art, but much broader, spreading to various aspects of how notions such as law, politics, history, religion and others are constructed. All of these could be understood as stories that both explain and construct the ways in which the world is experienced.
 According to critical theory, narrative is a central part of the way in which we live our lives and so it is to be expected that narrative finds application in many areas of critical theory.
Another of such terms, or rather a whole mode of inquiry, is deconstruction. Initially it was a term employed by Jacques Derrida for his particular philosophical project. Later on the understanding of the term expanded, making it possible for everything to be deconstructed, be it a legal phenomenon or a social institute.
Discourse, being a specific form of language use shaped and determined by situational rules and context, has been further developed in critical theory by Michel Foucault, by expanding it to include the operation of power.

Embeddedness is another such term, which comes from economic theory, referring to the degree to which economic activity is constrained by non-economic institutions. Introduced by an economist Karl Polanyi,
 it has been expanded to become an intrinsic part of critical theory language.
Various other concepts such as account, alienation, decoding, framing, hegemony and others are used in different critical theories, such as postcolonial theory, critical race studies, critical gender studies, etc. via one language.
Even this short overview of some of the major notions within the critical theory indicates at the composite character of its language. A critical theory text stands out and is clearly identifiable by its language. However, this unity of the language can also be problematic and even conflicting, e.g., when it enters into a field dominated by a language of its own, bringing miscommunication and misunderstanding.
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