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The paper concerns the problems and contexts of reception of the 11th century Byzantine scholar Michael Psellos’ intellectual heritage by the most prominent of early modern Neoplatonic thinkers Marsilio Ficino. There are certain historical-philosophical reasons, framed the intellectual relations between the two philosophers, that would be taken into account in the interpretation of some ambiguous texts of Ficino. At the outset it was Ficino who shaped the attitudes to reception of the Psellos’ intellectual heritage in the Latin West and since, by virtue of Ficino’s writings, the treatise ‘De dаеmonibus’ was attributed to the Byzantine scholar, Psellos was supposed to be an ardent disciple of the ancient Neoplatonists in the sphere of natural philosophy, especially in demonology. Furthermore, Ficino and Psellos both wrote commentaries on ancient Neoplatonists and the Latin ones by Ficino were in great demand during the Renaissance but the conventional understanding of Ficino’s reception of Psellos’ exegesis is still not conceptualized, especially in the context of the complex Neoplatonic anthropology and relationship between soul and body. At last I argue that various in genres and encyclopedic works by Psellos could be used as a hermeneutic key towards a better understanding of unclear images and allusions in Ficino’s writings since they both interested in certain type of ancient philosophy.
